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Highlights

o Reveals the extraordinary life of Winifred 'Winnie' Crossley, a pioneering aviator who
became the first woman to fly a frontline RAF fighter.

o Celebrates one of the legendary 'First Eight' of the Air Transport Auxiliary.

o A thrilling portrait of early aviation, from barnstorming aerial circuses and aerobatic
stunts to ferrying Spitfires, Hurricanes, Lancasters, and dozens of other military aircraft.

o Highlights a forgotten heroine: Winnie was one of only eleven women qualified to fly
four-engine heavy bombers, and one of just three who served the entire 6-year history of
the Women's Section of the ATA.

o A compelling narrative follows Winnie's evolution from air-show daredevil to wartime
pilot breaking barriers in a male-dominated field.

Description

After she took a joyride at an air display in 1933, Winifred Crossley's life changed forever.
She decided she would learn to fly, and once she qualified as a pilot she became obsessed
with mastering the difficult art of aerobatics.

During the summer of 1936 she was employed as the first professional female aerobatic
pilot, performing twice daily in a Tiger Moth with the last great aerial circus to tour the
United Kingdom and Ireland. For the next three years she flew old-fashioned Avro 504
biplanes, tugging gliders and towing aerial advertising banners.

In January 1940 she was one of the celebrated ‘First Eight’ women pilots chosen to join the
Women'’s Section of the Air Transport Auxiliary (ATA) to ferry aircraft for the RAF and the
Royal Navy.

In July 1941 Winnie Crossley became the first woman ever to fly a frontline RAF fighter, a
Hawker Hurricane. Following that successful flight the women of the ATA were eventually
allowed to fly almost every aircraft to serve with the British during the war. Winnie herself
flew dozens of different types, from Spitfires to Lancasters, Mustangs to Liberators,
Mosquitoes to Wellingtons.

She was one of only eleven women who qualified to fly four-engine heavy bombers, and one
of only three of the original eight women pilots to serve from the first day to the last of the
six-year existence of the Women'’s Section of the ATA.

A true pioneer airwoman, she is all-but forgotten today. This is her story.
Author Details

James Brown was born in 1953 and grew up in the Cambridgeshire village of Gamlingay.
Now retired, he spent his working life as a freelance artist, illustrator, graphic designer and
writer. He began learning to fly in 1984, and after gaining a Private Pilots' Licence flew light
aircraft for fun until the money ran out 23 years later.

His aviation paintings are in collections in this country, as well as in Europe, North America
and Australasia. Many have been reproduced as book jackets, prints and greetings cards.
He also designs aircraft colour schemes.

Researching the story of Winifred Crossley united two of his lifelong passions, aviation and
the history of his home village. He has six grown-up children and four grandchildren. He and
his wife live in Suffolk. This is his fourth book.
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